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�� -OSTOFUSCANIDENTIFYAFAMILIARFACEINAMEREFRAC
TIONOFASECOND�EVENTHOUGHALLFACESAREMADEUPOF

SIMILARFEATURESINROUGHLYTHESAMECONlGURATION�7EAREALSO
ADEPTATREADINGFACIALEXPRESSIONSTOINTUITAPERSON�SMOOD
ANDATEXTRACTINGINFORMATIONABOUTANINDIVIDUAL�SSEX�AGEAND
DIRECTIONOFGAZE�

�� .EUROSCIENTISTSHAVELONGDEBATEDTHEBIOLOGICALBASIS
FORHUMANFACEPERCEPTION�"ECAUSETHISSKILLISSO

CRITICALTOCOMMUNICATION�MANYRESEARCHERSBELIEVETHATSPE
CIALIZEDNEURALHARDWAREHASEVOLVEDTODETECTFACES�ANDIN
DEED�FACESPECIlCNEURONSHAVEBEENFOUNDINBOTHHUMAN
ANDMONKEYBRAINS�

�� -ANYPSYCHOLOGISTSPROPOSETHATAUNIQUETYPEOFVI
SUALPROCESSINGOCCURSINTHEhFACEPLACEvINTHEBRAIN�

/THERSBELIEVETHATFACEDETECTINGNEURONSPROCESSFACESINTHE
SAMEWAYOTHERBRAINNEURONSDISTINGUISHOBJECTSANDTHATFACE
CELLSAREMOREDISCRIMINATINGBECAUSEOFPEOPLE�SGREATEREX
PERIENCEWITHFACES�



!HOUSEISEASY
TOIDENTIFYFROMA
PICTURE�EVENUP
SIDEDOWN�BUT
INVERTEDHUMAN
FACESAREMUCH
HARDERTODISCERN�
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3OME
SCIENTISTS

BELIEVETHAT
AUNIQUE

TYPEOFVISUAL
PROCESSING

UNDERLIESOUR
SPECTACULAR
ABILITYTO
RECOGNIZE
HUMAN
FACES�
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#EREBRUM
FROMTHE

FRONT

2IGHT

&RONT "ACK

&USIFORMGYRUS

!#EREBRAL3POTFOR&ACES

4HEBRAIN�SPRE
SUMEDFACEDETEC
TORRESIDESINTHE
FUSIFORMGYRUSIN
THETEMPORALLOBE�

)NONETHEORYOF
FACEPERCEPTION�
THEBRAINSTORES
AREFERENCEFACE
�CENTER	AND
COMPARESALLOTH
ERFACESTOIT�

�4HE!UTHOR	

.).!"5",)4:ISABIOLOGISTANDSCIENCEJOURNALISTLIVINGIN
(AMBURG�'ERMANY�
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h7E
HAVE

DIFFERENT
GROUPSOF

NEURONSTHAT
RESPONDTO

DIFFERENTFACES�v
ONESCIENTIST
SAYS�h4HIS

ENABLESUSTO
DISTINGUISH

SIMILAR
FACES�v

4HEBRAIN�SFACE
RECOGNITIONREGION
�THEFUSIFORMFACE

AREA�OR&&!	IS
LARGERINADULTS

THANINCHILDREN�
ANDITSEXPANSION
WITHAGEISCORRE

LATEDWITHIM
PROVEDMEMORY

FORFACES�
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�&URTHER2EADING	
U!CTIVATIONOFTHE-IDDLE&USIFORMh&ACE!REAv)NCREASESWITH%XPERTISE

IN2ECOGNIZING.OVEL/BJECTS�)�'AUTHIER�-�*�4ARR�!�7�!NDERSON�
0�3KUDLARSKIAND*�#�'OREIN.ATURE.EUROSCIENCE�6OL���.O���
PAGES���n����*UNE�����

U4HE#OGNITIVE.EUROSCIENCEOF&ACE0ROCESSING�%DITEDBY.ANCY
+ANWISHERAND-ORRIS-OSCOVITCH�0SYCHOLOGY0RESS������

U&ACE3PECIlC#ONlGURAL0ROCESSINGOF2ELATIONAL)NFORMATION�(ELMUT
,EDERAND#LAUS#HRISTIAN#ARBONIN"RITISH*OURNALOF0SYCHOLOGY�6OL����
0ART��PAGES��n���&EBRUARY�����

U%VALUATIONOFA3HAPE"ASED-ODELOF(UMAN&ACE$ISCRIMINATION
5SING&-2)AND"EHAVIORAL4ECHNIQUES�8�*IANG�%�2OSEN�4�:EFlRO�
*�6ANMETER�6�"LANZAND-�2IESENHUBERIN.EURON�6OL����.O���
PAGES���n����!PRIL�������

U.ORM"ASED&ACE%NCODINGBY3INGLE.EURONSINTHE-ONKEY)NFERO
TEMPORAL#ORTEX�$AVID!�,EOPOLD�)GOR6�"ONDARAND-ARTIN!�'IESE
IN.ATURE�6OL�����PAGES���n����!UGUST�������

U!UTISMANDTHE$EVELOPMENTOF&ACE0ROCESSING�'OLIJEH'OLARAI�
+ALANIT'RILL3PECTORAND!LLAN,�2EISSIN#LINICAL.EUROSCIENCE
2ESEARCH�6OL���.O���PAGES���n����/CTOBER�����

U#ATEGORIZATION4RAINING2ESULTSIN3HAPEAND#ATEGORY3ELECTIVE
(UMAN.EURAL0LASTICITY�8�*IANG�%�"RADLEY�2�!�2INI�4�:EFlRO�
*�6ANMETERAND-�2IESENHUBERIN.EURON�6OL����.O���
PAGES���n����-ARCH��������

&ANTASTICCONSTRUCTIONSCALLEDGREEBLESMAYEXCITE
NEURONSINTHEFACEAREAOFTHEBRAININTRAINED
OBSERVERSJUSTASHUMANFACESDOINMOSTPEOPLE�
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